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Your midterm will cover Chapters 1-7 from the textbook. There will be 70 multiple choice questions worth one point each, for a total of 70 points. There will also be 6 short answer questions worth 5 points each, for a total of 30 points. The overall midterm is worth 100 points total. 
You will have two opportunities to take the exam. The exam questions will be randomly generated from a larger test bank. Each time an exam is opened, a different version of the midterm will be created. The two opportunities are intended to help prepare for the possibility of technology issues, connectivity issues, dogs throwing up on the carpet issues, children flushing your cell phone in the toilet issues, not having enough sleep issues… you get the idea. Even if you do not finish the midterm, each time you open it, will count as one of your attempt opportunities. 
You will have 120 minutes to take the midterm. If you allocate about one minute per multiple choice question, that leaves you with 50 minutes for the 6 short answer questions. 
When you are done with the midterm, the grade will be abnormally low. Please do not panic. I have to manually grade the short answer responses. If you take the midterm twice, I will grade the short answer responses for the attempt with the highest multiple choice score. 

Midterm Short Answer Questions
The questions that appear on your midterm will be randomly generated from this question list. Please take this opportunity to create a study guide for yourself that addresses the following questions.

1. How does Texas’s mistrust of government and resistance to change show itself in the 1876 Constitution?
2. Describe the structure and organization of the Texas legislature. Consider the following questions: What are some of the effects of bicameralism? What are committees, and what are their roles? When is the Texas legislature in regular session?
3. Describe how a bill becomes a state law in Texas. Consider the following questions: Who writes bills? What are the rules for debate on the floor? What are some of the powers of the governor throughout this process?
4. Discuss and explain at least two reasons why Texas voter turnout is so low. What can be done to increase voter participation?
5. Identify and describe at least two ways that the U.S. Constitution divides power between federal and state governments.
6. Identify and describe at least two of the different types of interest groups operating in Texas. 
7. Describe the distinct economy and development of the three major cities of Texas. How has urbanization changed the character of Texas?
8. Contrast the leadership and committee structure of the Texas House with the leadership and committee structure of the Texas Senate.
9. List and discuss at least two of the reasons why campaigns in Texas are so expensive.
10. Describe the particular historical conditions under which the Texas Constitution of 1876 was drafted. What were some of the main principles behind the Texas Constitution of 1876? 
11. Describe at least two of the key similarities and two of the key differences between the Texas Constitution and the U.S. Constitution?
12. Explain the revolving door and the Texas legislature. Should former legislators be able to become lobbyists? Should there be a ban on such activities? If so, should there be laws in place that will determine the time period of this kind of ban? Do you see any long-term dangers to permitting former legislators to serve as lobbyists?
13. Is there anything Texas can do to limit the impact of large campaign donors without limiting free speech?
14. Discuss the impact of Texas’s political culture on Texas government and politics.
15. Describe at least two ways in which the American federal system contains or limits political or policy choices that Texas might otherwise make.
16. Has Texas always been a predominantly conservative state? How does this question tie in to the state’s shift from the Democratic Party to the Republican Party since the 1960s?
17. Define in detail each of the following terms and what the relationship is to elections and voting in Texas: primary election, runoff primary, open primary, closed primary, general election, and early voting.
18. Explain why it is difficult to be elected as an independent candidate in Texas. 
19. What have been some of the major demographic changes in Texas over the past 50 years? 
20. Discuss urban, rural, and suburban influences on partisanship. Explain which party tends to dominate in each of these areas, and why.
21. When do general elections occur in Texas, and which offices are up for election? Why are they held in November? What do you think about moving other state and municipal elections to the general election in November in the future?
